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PURPOSE : 



Representatives Up 
a select committee to investigate ^ 






To advise that the U.S. House of 

has created — -- 

the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The reported basis for the House 
investigation re Dr. King was previously investigated by the 
FBI in 1968 and 1969 and the results were furnished to the ; 

U. S. Department of Justice. ' i* • * 

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. 

— Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl ; ; 

Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local 
confinement. As set forth in a J . S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 2/18/76, in February, 1976, /ewsday , a .. . 

Long Island, New York, newspaper reported that Ed Redditt, the 
Memphis, Tennessee, City Detective guarding King was pulled from 
his post hours before King was assassinated and told the U. S. 
Secret Service had learned of a "contract" on his life. Redditt, 
who protested his removal, reportedly had a contingency pi 
to apprehend any King assassin. On 2/17/76, t J| ls e ar ^ lcl ®. ■. 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division (CRD) , J U. S. Department 
of Justice (USDJ) , which, at that time, had the FBI mvestigatio 
of Dr. King under review, stating FBI was conducting no 
investigation re this article unless specifically requested by 
CRD. Article in "Washington Post," 9/18/76 (copy attached) 
reported U. S. House of Representatives created a select 
committee to investigate assassinations of PresidentKennedy 
and Dr. King. Reported basis for House investigation re 

Dr. King dells with, ordered removal of JemSt^nL ' i >' • 

security on day of I his death due to repoKed^ttempty fOjV— V , . 
lifeof Redditt 1 s Wly. Order for hie ’ L, 

to'Memphis Fire nireetor Fr«* HollomaA Retired. 
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MenjwM^o-^rGaUagher 

: v RE :« MURKIN 



*1 «ith ■ - 1 

from firehouse across the 6treet ^ n ^uding Floyd NewsuinV^^ v 

shot. The FBI civil rfUIM * f T 0ni motel where R ing was 

(Bufile 44-38861) ref lelts the*?™ 1 ?? tioii investigative file *./ . 

9/23/68 containing results of inter5?*w iSh k? t TOemoranduxn dated 

Deputy Section Chief, Central SeltZt J»n hi f h J * Harold Flannery, 

Sartor, a contract w^ite? for rlmt r ' CRD ' had With William 

been inquiring into possible consoi'rf™** Wh ° as a re P ort er had 

Sartor furnished various information' ? fc ? a ? sassin *te Dr. King. 

or "Mafia" could be involved £edd??; lncludln f the "Cosa Nostla" 

assignment at fire station Was moved from 

from the station a day or two befo? e N thO° Were moved ' : - 

FBI to "follow out" all of Sartor?* CRD requested ■ 

investigation in 1968 rpfienfc^ f indi cated leads. FBI' 

Inspector of the Memphis Pol •> Upon instructions from an 

Redditt removed e f rom P guard°dutv <W» * Detective ^ 

Senator McClellan's Senate lnv*«k? 0? information received from 
detective was to be killed °vestigating Committee that a Negro ' 

* g *j. nst Redditt, who had been prfvWl^Oijea? another threat 

Floyd E. Newsum S« 7n d ? terI " ine ' J ^ 9 ro fireman 

workers and closely associated wKh^? n \ by - ?* riking san itation 
transferred to insure safetv In milit ants. Newsum 

and to insure no information leaked tc^bl Snd another officer 

Negro fireman routinely reassionSV black militants. Another 
This investigation bv FBI ^ due to manpower shortage. 

(LHM) dated 11/21/68^ disseminated Jo 

si. < 5£2£n^?“s£ 'ivvAZr 1 

reviewing the FBI investigation of *Drf 'xi£g? h ° fflCe 18 Presently 

Abernathy, ^reside^t^^ihe 1 ? 0 ,^^ 160 ^ 1/30 / 69 Rev - Ralph 

advised that Renames Dawson Lead ? rshi P Conference, 

to fire station across from Kina iot^i ”° Ne 9 r ° f * remen ' assigned 

a Mr ; 

investigation a^ZpS^^^ 'te^^ ' 

to "walking beat" on dav Kina ktn^T d hadno off tcers assigned 
FBI fn 2/11/69 and stated Fl^yd E^^ws^n^n^hef ^ 0 “^' 



un aa 

n 2/11/69 and stat 

- - - ^***Ht' *— * • . •:.** .. * V 
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Meiprandum to Mr. Gallagher 
*™ MURKIN • 

reiSvid fSom f ir^^Uon a " d . D ^ ectiv e Redditt was 
have some significance This n hese occurrences may 
to date, has made no requests of^h^FBI . 110086 Committee ' 

^COMMENDATION For information. The CRD is h„i • 

Professional. Responsibilit^V^^D^^r ° f the ‘ ' 

ssftb 

44 - 38861 . location of this information in Bufile . ; 

: ‘ • • - • > • 

9 v APPROVED:,/ 

Assoc. Dlr.jT^ 

f Oop. AO Adm. 

y\ Dep. AD Inv^i J3L 
Asst. Dir.: / j 
• Adm. Serv r 




% 



1 



Laboratory, 



Ext Af,alr*..___ 

Fin. t Ptn^ Legal Coun._ 

Gen. lr.v..Cz ) £xS / Ptan. & Eval.. 

— See. Mgmt_ 

Inspection Spec. Inv. 

Intel'.- Training 
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to thi. murder and presently is in l«al conn^enfL^ennlssee! 

memorandum dated 2/18/76^ a Uni t»H P D elman t0 Mr * Ga Hagher 
Service article 



of ficial'in^emphis^ Tennessee”” ^ ^ laW -descent 
assigned to prS?ect ' M Ir?l f?,U removed a detective 
the Civil Riohts f».ef 1 Luther King hours before 
Hewsday ^reported SaJurlay? 8 ° Ssassi "“^ * ««.. 

the bone*r=? Py 5 i9hte<i stor f ln lts Sunday edition.' 
ne Long Island newspaper said Ed Redditt- h , 0 

fnd e «Jd e tSf di " 9 Ki "?' MB Pulled 6 from t hie th po« ty h 

ana told there was a plot to kill him. 

e Memphis Public Safety Director did not 

and^al lowed" the SS"** 1 ** ^ °« «• «.£L»t vI 
v™ d ^ he detec tive to return to work three 

&£*s r d£ n I.?r SHOt tC death at «- torraine '■ 

Plan to enable a ihe R nn?t t<: pre P ared * contingency 

et V^et!^1^h^\n«rt^^V a | . told 
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Mem<*andum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE:* MURKIN 

tr~zrH%’ r , • v „• 

NeSniy S nia? e had learned ° f * ' C0 " t “ ct ' « hi. life. 

h ' Redd J tt protested, saying he wanted to return r 
to his post, but the city's then Public Safety 

rpmoSi? r f f£ ank Holloman ' insisted on the officer's 
removal the newspaper said. 

'Enroute home with his police guard, Redditt 
heard over the radio that King had been shot by an 
assassin, the story said. . 

,Thr « e days later, the round-the-clock guard 
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed 
° ™ to work. The police department never 
offered any further explanation of the 'contract' " 
on his life,' Newsday said. , ; / . 

The story also said Holloman acknowledged 
the report of a threat on Redditt *s life, but refused •' . 
to say who had made the threat. 

Redditt's assassination contingency plan, ' - 

according to sources, called for the entire 
four-block area around King's Hotel to be . 

sealed off by patrol cars,' the article said." 

USDJ article was furnished to the CRD : 

USD J , which at that time had the FBI investigation of Dr. King 

this 8 ^ atln9 th ? FBI was conducting no investigation re 

this article unless specifically requested by the CRD. 

fcoov arti ? le appeared in the "Washington Post," 

a reporting that the U. S. House of Representatives 

President John^ c ° mmit J ee fc ° investigate the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

df>ai« e S?£wK baSi !! f °j the House investigation re Dr. King 
aeals with the ordered removal of Edward Redditt from King's ' ' 

th^ U i}f Y °5 D h ^?f y .° f ^ his death due to a reported attempt on 

5 4 - M ^ 8 f ? mily ‘ The order for his removal was ' 
attributed to Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank Holloman • ■ 

d^?e r ^ 4 -K P !K ia l A f! nt ° f the FBI> * The reported basis also 
eals wit^i. the sudden transfer" of two black firemen, including' 

oyd Newsum, from the fire house across the street from the 
motej where King was shot. J ~ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: #MURKIN 



. , The FBI civil rights assassination investigative 
file (Bufile 44-38861) reflects the CRD furnished a 
memorandum dated 9/23/68 (serial 5197) containing results '*'•••>•• 
of interviews which J. Harold Flannery, Deputy Section " ~ 

Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with William Sartor, a 
contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a reporter had been - 
inquiring into a possible conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. 
Sartor furnished various information, including that the 
"Cosa Nostra" or "Mafia" could be involved. Departmental 
Attorney Flannery also reported that Sartor furnished him with 
the following two allegations: 







1. "An unidentified Negro policeman was moved ' 

from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police 

Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day : . } 

of the assassination. According to Sartor, the , 

Dispatcher -told the policeman to move two or three times • • 1 

during the afternoon, but he did not do so until » *. ’ 

explicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In - • 

August, Sartor identified the policeman as E. E. 

Redditt and said that Redditt had broken off an inter- 
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his move 

from the station." 



2. "Two Negro firemen were moved from the 
station a day or two before the shooting. One of them r : y •• 

has reportedly told friends that, two or three days 
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoculars • . 
were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused on 

the Lorraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said - .* •, 

that one firemen left the Department or was suspended 
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable 
to loca.te either of them. He did not have their names." 

The CRD requested the FBI to "follow out" all of Sartor's 
indicated leads. * . 



By LHM, the Memphis Office of the FBI reported the 
results of the investigation re the above two items as 
set forth below (serial 5387): 
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ndum to Mr. 

URKIN 
#<*r 

Mom '** n „ h J-® regard ' Inspector G. P. Tines, Intelligence .V- ; - 
Po J ice J De P»rtment, advised on 11/18/68, that 
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Redditt and Patrolman 
W. B. Richmond, Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to ' 

. the Inspection Division of the Memphis Police Department, to 

locate^at n 6 ?? 11 at . t |) e . Mem P his Fire Station, Engine House #2, 

nn^ H?^v t * BUtl fu a r d Ma * n Streets * This location is approximately 
one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this ^ Y 

assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders," * 
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel |t this time. These ?wo '• 
lc ers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a !- 

th^room^at^ 6317 ° f J* 1 ? £ lre station wi th a view that included • 

-he room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr..,.:. . 

. . . In connection with this assignment, and prior to - t- - 

«.K^ n,e of f lce rs Redditt and Richmond physically proceeded • 

Unit h of JhI i 22« d K^° C 2 t }? n# i<: WaS determined by the Intelligence ~ 
U?** of Jhe Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman- 

stationed at the Fire Station and named Floyd E. Newsum had 

taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking sanita- . ' 

as^ooTa^H rS • iE J? br “ ar Y * nd March, 1968, and had been closely : : J 1 
ssociated with black militants connected with the strike. In 

orde f insure security for Officers Redditt and Richmond, 
and to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police ' 

Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the 
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants U. 
ln Memphis, the Chief of the Memphis Fire Department was 
requested to temporarily transfer Fireman Newsum to another ' -.L-j 
tire station. This was done on 4/3/68. . Y 

j addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman Norvell E. Wallace 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to Fire Station #31, 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire station #31. ?• v ' 

On 11/18/68, Fire Chief Hamilton advised that by 
letter dated 5/18/68, Fireman Newsum resigned from the Memphis 
Fire Department after thirteen years of service, giving as 
^°.r/as ?n for leaving "Personal Reasons." Chief Hamilton / 
a vise it is his understanding that Newsum has become an 
”° rke ^ with the NAACP at Memphis subsequent to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department. ■ • . . 
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At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt E H Ark In 
o f the^nteUigence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, oJ 

Hou^e U <V° n S fT ° m I " spector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine 
House #2 and removed Detective Redditt from this station, 

leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for the - 
removal of Officer Redditt was due to the receipt of a telephone 
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by Philip Manuel, Chief Investi- 

SasMna?on Se S at ? r Sen * te Investigating Com^test 

P* 9*' fc ? the effect that information had been 
received by the Committee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. 

.. .. Due p° Detective E. E. Redditt' s activities in 

attending meetings of the striking sanitation workers in 
February and March, 1968, Redditt had been threatened on 
several occasions. Inspector Tines therefore believed the 
* tel fP hon * ca U received by the McClellan Committee was 

®"° the *; directed against Redditt. He therefore •’ ‘ : . 

dered Redditt removed from his lookout post at Engine ' 

House #2 for Redditt 's own protection. A police guard of 

r"»U of e 5ir?h™tt? ned t0 Reddltt and hiS fa "' ily “ * 

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police 
Department radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to 

to frL t i?2 6n 'i SSi0n f, £r0m Polloe Dispatcher ordering Redditt 

ascertai ned^h^t ° bse "* tlon P°« and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the * 

ra«o e t«ni"nioL?* U ob8erVi ‘ tion post with to receive - 

Memphis LHM also disseminated to the CRD on 
11 / 27/68 and by request was also furnished to the Office of 
Professional Responsibility Task Force, USDJ, on 6/4/76, which 
office is presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King. 

f1 An a L 2 M ^ r °” 1 the Atlanta Office of the FBI dated 1/31/69 (serial 
) reflected that Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of the Southern 
Readership Conference, was interviewed by the FBI on 
1 / 30/69 and he advised that several months previously. Rev. James 

. 1 • 4 . * • * . v I 
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-if* - ' ■ 

According to Rev. Lawson that move left the fire 
unmanned and they were moved to a station which was 
fully manned and equipped. Also according to Rev. 
a Negro policeman, who worked the beat which included ti 
/here Dr. King was killed, was moved off of that beat the 
day Dr r King was killed, April 4, 1968, but prior’ to the 
killing. This Atlanta LHM was furnished to the CRD on *. - - 

2/3/69. • • , . 



An airtel from the Memphis Office of the FBI, 
dated 1/31/69 (serial 5533) reflects information from the 
Memphis PD that it had no officers assigned to a "walking beat" 
in Memphis on the day Dr. King was killed. 



An airtel from our Memphis Office dated 2/11/69 
(serial 5557) reflects that Rev. Lawson was interviewed by 
the FBI on 2/11/69 and he advised he feels that certain 
occurrences may have some significance. .. ... 



Rev. Lawson said that on about April 2 or April 3, \ : .%. 

1968, a Negro fireman, Floyd E; Newsum, was transferred from . . 

the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to another station 
that was already fully manned. He also said that another -..V 

Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same . 
station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night 
before King was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this 
second fireman was transferred in the middle of his shift and '• 
was transferred "out of rotation." 



Rev. Lawson explained "out of rotation" as follows: 

• »*’***'•'. *4 > 

When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment 
he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned 
to it have been transferred. In other words, the last man 
assigned is the last man transferred. 



Rev. Lawson stated also that a Negro police officer, f 
Detective E. E. Redditt, who had been assigned to the same 
fire station to provide protection for Dr. King, had been 
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder. 



Rev. Lawson stated he has made no attempt to verify ; 
any of this information except for his interview with Floyd t 
Newsv'"^' '***•*- 



This new select House Committee, to date, has made.,, 
no refcuest of the FBI. • • 



